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Risk Assessment Policy

Youth Pathway are committed to keeping staff and children safe. Activity Leaders/staff will carry out a daily safety sweep and risk assessment of the area before the children arrive. This involves 
· creating a set visual boundary around the perimeter of the activity area; 
· checking the ground for dangerous objects and/or litter; 
· checking for low branches and dangerous plants encroaching on main pathways; 
· visual check on uneven paths; 
· weather conditions will also be considered, and routines/activities adjusted accordingly
 
We run these risk assessments regularly, it does vary depending upon the type of risk assessment and the outcome of the previous assessment. This is done to ensure we are offering the safest of environments for everyone.

Risk assessment -
Our setting follows a strict risk assessment which includes the following steps -
· Identifying Hazards in the setting
· Who could be harmed by this hazard and how?
· What actions we are taking to prevent these hazards
· What further action is necessary?
· Who will deal with the further action and when?

Hazards are removed/reduced as appropriate. Daily risk assessment is recorded on tick sheet by a member of staff and checked by the manager.
A daily risk assessment routine will be established with each group attending a session. On arrival the group will participate in a safety chat and walk the boundary. Children will identify risks and as a group discuss what the risk is, who is at risk, if we should/could remove/reduce the risk and identify our next step. 
Throughout the session staff will continually risk assess activities and situations and encourage children to participate in this. Children will learn to recognise risks and know how to make others aware and report concerns to an adult. Children will know not to attempt to remove/reduce the risk themselves as this is the adult’s role. 
Children will also be reminded to remain on the allocated allotment plot. Visiting of other plots will generally not be allowed and will require explicit permission from the Activity Leader and the plot holder.

Linked policies:
Fire Evacuation Plan
Fire Safety Policy
Health & Hygiene Policy
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