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Use of Mobile Phones Policy




Written & reviewed: March 2024
Next review due: March 2025


Mobile phone Policy 


[bookmark: _Toc403568659]All students and staff should be able to come to school feeling safe and secure. Mobile phones have become an important and invaluable part of our modern lifestyle. Youth Pathway understands there are times when possession of a mobile phone can provide a sense of safety and security, enabling urgent calls. 

At Youth Pathway if it was required that emergency calls be made, staff or the Manager would make those phone calls. Pupils are not permitted to have mobile phones with them. 

If in the rare event of a parent wishing for his/her child to bring a mobile phone to school to contact the parent after school:
· the parent must put their request in writing to the Manager (Mr Tonn Adcock).  
· the phone must be handed in, switched off, to the Manager first thing in the morning and collected by the child at home time (the phone is left at the owner’s own risk).

UNACCEPTABLE USES 

· Unless express permission is granted, mobile phones should not be used to make calls, send SMS messages, surf the internet, take photos or use any other application during the school day or while on the premises. 
· The Bluetooth function of a mobile phone must be always switched off and not be used to send images or files to other mobile phones. 
· Using mobile phones to bully and threaten other students is unacceptable. Cyber bullying will not be tolerated. In some cases, it can constitute criminal behaviour. If the use of technology humiliates, embarrasses or causes offence it is unacceptable regardless of whether ‘consent’ was given. 
· It is forbidden for students to “gang up” on another student and use their mobile phones to take videos and pictures of acts to degrade and humiliate that student and then send the pictures to other students or upload it to a website for public viewing. This also includes using mobile phones to photograph or film any student or member of staff without their consent. It is a criminal offence to use a mobile phone to menace, harass or offend another person and almost all calls, text messages and emails can be traced. 
· Mobile phones are not to be used or taken into toilets or used in any situation that may cause embarrassment or discomfort to their fellow students, staff or visitors.
· Should a student be seen with a mobile phone on the premises, the phone will be confiscated. Parents will be asked to collect the phone during the day, but 24 hours’ notice will be required. 
· It is unacceptable to take a picture of a member of staff without their permission. In the event that this happens the student will be asked and expected to delete those images. 	

Staff & External/Agency Staff

Playworker Staff must have their phones on ‘silent’ or switched off during project activity time.

Staff may not make or receive calls during their shift time. If there are extreme circumstances (e.g. acutely sick relative) the member of staff will have made the Manager aware of this and can have their phone in case of having to receive an emergency call.

Use of phones must be limited to non-contact time when no children are present.

Phones must be kept out of sight (e.g. classroom lockers, handbag etc.) when staff are with children.

Calls/texts must be made/received in private during non-contact time. 

Phones will never be used to take photographs of children or to store their personal data.


If your job role requires you to be contacted at any time, then mobile phone use is acceptable. If your role requires you to use a mobile phone for some of the organisation systems (Example – Fire Marshalls) then this is also acceptable. 

In the event of an unplanned closure (i.e. snow closure or a heating failure) the parent will be contacted by phone informing them of the change of circumstances. It is therefore imperative that parents supply Youth Pathway with at least one up-to-date mobile number


Parents 
Parents should not phone, text or contact their children directly during play sessions at Youth Pathway. If a message needs to be passed on this needs to be via Youth Pathway’s official contact number to enable us to keep a track of all communication. 
Youth Pathway advises parents not to send children with a mobile phone or tablet device as it cannot take responsibility for the property. 
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